
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul and with your entire mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second is like it; you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on these two 
great commandments.      Luke 10:27 

Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.    
John 7:24 

The face of racism looks different today from how it looked in the 
past. Overt racism is easily condemned, but the sin of racism is 
often with us in more subtle forms. Today, racial injustice can be 
easy to miss. It doesn’t wear hoods, and it doesn’t post signs. 
Instead it is often described as a lens through which we see the 
world. 

Why are we afraid to talk about race in America? Perhaps 
because it forces us to challenge our belief in meritocracy – no 
one wants to believe that he or she is at the top of any kind of 
social structure based on an unfair advantage. Perhaps because 
we don’t believe that oppression can be unintentional – we 
aren’t racist and certainly mean no harm so there’s nothing to 
really talk about. Or perhaps it’s because we are not sure how to 
feel about things that happened long before us. We don’t want 
to be blamed for sins of the past – we just want to move on.  

It is easy for us to compartmentalize race. We almost have 
caricatures of what “racial injustice” looks like. However, the 
everyday realities of subtle, systemic racism have a much greater 
effect on people’s lives today than overt, symbol-laden racism.  

There are a lot of things we are afraid to talk about, either 
because they’re uncomfortable, or because we don’t feel 
“equipped” to have the conversation. But are we called to be 
comfortable? Or are we called to be the light that dispels 
darkness – the love that dispels hate. Not to look away, but to 
see.  

Can we find ways to look beyond appearances, look beyond bias, 
and see the person in front of us as someone created in the 
image of God – as our neighbor – as the stranger we are called to 
welcome? 
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For Discussion 

• How often do you think 
about your race?  

• What personal 
characteristics do you 
think that people judge 
you on other than race 
(gender, weight, height, 
age, income) 

• How do you judge with 
“right judgment” and not 
by appearances? 

 
 

We pray for peace, justice, and 
reconciliation for the whole human 

family. 
 

Help us to be honest about the 
reality of racism within us and 

around us. 
 

Open our eyes to see the many 
subtle and overt ways that we and 

our communities see people of 
color as being of less worth. 

 
Grant us insight, forgiveness, and 
courage - and ignite our hearts to 
the ways we can be instruments of 
your peace in the face of violence, 

prejudice, and injustice. 
 


